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SERENA 

 
Hi Gorge lovers!  My name is Serena.  I’m in the 7th grade at Corbett Middle School.  I live in 
Corbett, Oregon and I drive past the Columbia River almost every day.  The Columbia River 
Gorge really is a beautiful place well worth protecting. I enjoy taking hikes in the gorge. My all 
time favorite hike is Oneonta Gorge. It is so much fun to hike through the creek to get to the 
waterfall.  
 
The Columbia River is the largest river in the Pacific Northwest region of North America.  It’s 
about 1,243 miles long and its drainage basin is roughly the size of France…whoa!  One thing I 
value most about the Columbia River Gorge is that I live right by/in it.  It is such a cool place to 
live! 
 
I have several favorite trails.  I like to hike up Oneonta Gorge in the summer.  Also, the 
Catherine Creek Arch Loop trail on the Washington side of the Gorge is one of my favorite 
places.  I usually see some interesting lizards on this hike in the summer.  Another favorite closer 
to home is the trail to Latourell Falls.  

 



  LATOURELL FALLS 
 

Another reason that I love the Gorge is because it provides a unique habitat for all kinds of 
wildlife.  The Columbia River Gorge is known for its important salmon runs.  A diversity of 
mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and insects live in this area.  Native Americans have 
historically, fished, hunted and thrived in the Gorge.  There are many species of plants living in 
the Gorge too.  For example, Douglas fir trees are found in much of the Gorge and they are really 
important.  They provide oxygen for us. 

 
Living in a Gorge community is very special. I get to see the Gorge a lot -- nearly every day in 
fact. It’s fun to live in Corbett because there are lots of natural areas and lots of trees.  In Corbett, 
it’s nice and it needs to stay that way. We need to protect the Gorge area.  

 
It’s very important that the Gorge is protected from environmental threats. Some huge threats are 
air quality, water quality, and invasive species such as the garlic mustard. 

 
 



�
GARLIC MUSTARD 
 
Garlic mustard is a highly invasive species native to Europe. This plant can grow almost 
anywhere; it can grow in almost any soil type and full sun or full shade to thrive. The garlic 
mustard can produce up to 5000 seeds which remain viable in the soil for up to 5 years. All of 
these traits allow garlic mustard, once established in an area, to rapidly reproduce and spread. 
Multnomah County has the worst infestation in the State. We really need to get rid of the garlic 
mustard. If you see some, you can kill it, but make sure you get the roots! Early detection is 
important for stopping the spreading of this plant. Imagine your property over-run by this plant 
and you’ll understand the urgent need for control. 
 
So, why protect the Gorge?  Why is this particular area unique?  Well, the Columbia River 
Gorge is a canyon of the Columbia River.  Up to 4,000 feet deep (1,200 m), the canyon stretches 
over 80 miles as the river winds westward through the Cascade Range forming the boundary 
between Washington to the North and Oregon to the South.  What other river does that?  The 
Columbia River Gorge began forming as far back as the Miocene Era (roughly 12-17 million 
years ago).  Wow, that’s quite a while ago! 
 
We really need to work together to protect our Gorge.  We need to protect the fish and wildlife 
and their habitat. We really need to protect our wonderful recreational opportunities here too. If 
we protect the Gorge, future generations can enjoy it too. So, when you are taking a Gorge hike, 



stay on the trail. Don’t cause erosion. Also, don’t throw your garbage on the ground!! There are 
trash cans for that. Help to protect our Gorge and Gorge trails.  
 
Did you know that you can be a kid for the Gorge too? That’s right! Submit your own page on 
why you love the Gorge. It’s very easy to do and for a good cause. It would be so fun to hear 
from other Gorge kids.  
 
 


